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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: The date is 


12/12/01. The time is 1511 hours. 


This is Chief Malkin of the safety battalion 


of the New York City Fire Department. 


I'm conducting an interview with fireman 


Steve Piccerill of Engine 204. We are in the 


quarters of Engine 224. 


There is nobody else in the office, but the 


two of us, and what follows is the interview. 


THE WITNESS: Okay. Got to work a little 


late that day, about maybe about quarter to nine 


with the traffic. 


I walked in the firehouse, and the guy says a 


plane hit the trade center. I thought it was a 


little plane. Anyway, I go running upstairs, get 


changed, because I know on the third alarm we're 


going to go. 
So I came downstairs, New York 1 had it on 
TV, and we were watching it, and we are saying 


wow, looks like a pretty good job, you know. 


With that, we get the run to respond, but 


they tell us not to respond immediately to the 


trade center. They kept us on Hamilton Avenue and 


Rapelye Street. So we went down there, and we 
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were actually buffing the job. You know, we were 
looking at it and saying wow, that's some job. 
All of a sudden, I turned away, and I heard a 


tremendous explosion, and I turned around. That 


was the second plane hitting the trade center, so 


that's when they told us to respond. 


Meanwhile we thought the tunnel was clear at 


that time for emergency traffic. When we got in 
the tunnel, it wasn't clear. It was -- we were 
stuck in there for maybe ten minutes. I don't 
know. That's when I started to get a little 


nervous, because I was afraid that someone in the 


cars just, you know, figuring in the tunnel, this 


would be a place to hit also. 


We finally got out of the tunnel. We wer 


driving out of the tunnel up West Street, and 


we're seeing body parts in the street, torsos, 


chunks of flesh, parts of the airplane, landing 


gear, car fires everywhere. It was like a war 
zone. 


I had the nozzle, so I had the window right 


there, and I'm looking up at these two towers 


saying, how are you going to put this thing out, 


let alone anything else. 
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So we got out of our rig. We stopped on West 


Street some place, and we got out of the rig, and 
there was a chief -—- I don't know who it was, but 
he told us to wait by this underground parking 
garage in the staging area. 

So we all got off the rig, and we were just 


standing. He told us to take our turnout coats 


off, our helmets and our tanks, because he said 


we're probably going to be here for a little 


while. He didn't want us to heat up. 


So we were all just kind of standing there 


looking at it, and a lot of stuff running through 
your mind at this time. 


That's when the bodies started coming down, 


you know. I stopped counting after six, but I 
don't know how many bodies were coming down. We 


were waiting. I figured we were going to be going 


in the building soon, ms 
ME «2s 2liing back up to the 


front of the tunnel, and I heard like a -- to me, 
it sounded like thunder, and I just saw stuff 


coming down, and I heard someone. He said, "Run 
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for your life. The tower's falling." 


I looked up, and I just saw this thing 


coming, and we all just ran, ran into the tunnel. 


We got in there, and I don't know how many guys 


were there. Maybe -- maybe 30 or 40 guys. I know 
211 was there with us, 210. 224 was with us. Who 
else? That's all I can remember offhand. 221 was 
with us. 


We were all kind of making our way through 


this underground garage, and now it's starting to 
get lousy from the smoke, and it's banking down, 
and we were trying to find our way out. 

We found our way to a doorway in a stairwell, 
figuring we were going to get out, and the door 


was locked. Not one of us had any kind of 


forcible entry tools, so we just ran. 

Now I'm saying, "Oh shit, now I'm going to -- 
I'm going to suffocate in here along with 40 other 
guys," and who comes flying up the stairs out of 


the smoke, this lonely janitor, saying, "I got a 


key for that door." 
So bingo, the guy comes up fumbling for the 
keys, and he finally gets the door open, and we 


get out, and I was, like, wow, wow, we're out of 
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that. 
So when we got out, I'm not really sure where 
it was, Chief. We were in this -- maybe a 


courtyard or something adjacent to the first tower 


that was still on fire, and I'm looking up at 


that, and I'm looking at one our of our guys, Gary 


Z. He got hurt pretty bad at the time. He was 


sitting in the ambulance. Our lieutenant got hurt 
there, too. He was laying on the ground. So we 

packaged them all up, and we were getting into the 
ambulance, and I don't know if a guy said it over 


the bullhorn or a P.A. or something. I don't 


know. I know it was a loud voice. 
He said, "The tower's leaning. Run for your 
lives." And I look up, and I see the tower coming 


our way, and I'm saying, that's it, Steve, you 


ain't -- you know, you know you're not going to 
outrun the freaking tower. 
So we put them in the ambulance, and we just 


took off. We just ran for all we were worth, 


running and running, and I'm looking back and, you 


know, it's coming. So me and this guy Mike 


McKenna and two cops -- I don't know if they were 


Port Authority, regular cops -- all running 
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through this lot and we see a little -- maybe a 
security shack or some kind of shanty, a little 


building, maybe 10 by 10. 


So I'm the first one to hit it. I dive 
behind it, and we all dived behind it, and we were 


just hunkering down. The stuff is hitting us, and 


it gets pitch black, and I can't breathe. 


We were all just sucking the ground, and I 


figured the building -- the tower didn't get me, 
the other tower. I didn't suffocate. Now I'm 
going to die here in this shit. 


We were just hunkering, praying, just waiting 


for something to happen, and finally it started to 


lighten up, and it got a little bit lighter. I 


said to Mike, "Mike, it's lightening up. Let's 


get the hell out of here." 


And we got up. We still couldn't see good, 


but we were kind of like feeling our way. We 
found a fence. We found a hole in the fence. We 


just followed the wall until we finally got out 


into clean air, and right by the river, a little 


walkway. I think it's behind Stuyvesant School, a 


little walkway right by the river, and we came out 


there. I was hacking out stuff for ten minutes. 
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Then I just sat on the bench and was saying 


to myself, this really happened? It was really -- 


after that I was basically, I guess, shocked. I 


was just -- I was just standing there. I was just 
sitting there, just contemplating. That was 
really it. 


I met up with the guys from 224, 202. I hung 


with them for a little while. Then we were just 
hanging out watching the Building 7 ready to go. 


That's where our captain had finally found us ona 


recall, becaus veryone thought we were dead, 


because our rig got destroyed. 


That was it. The captain says, "You're going 
to the hospital." I said to the captain, "I'm 
okay." I said, "I'm alive, man." 


He says, "No, you're going to the hospital, 


because you look like shit." He sent me and Eddie 


to the hospital, and that was it. 
They checked us out -- x-rays, whatever -- 


and I finally made it back to my firehouse and 
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BY CHIEF MALKIN: 


QO. I don't blame you. 
A. I just couldn't -- just for a couple of days 
it was -- it was like a videotape going on in your head 


from the time it happened to 


QO. Unbelievable. 


A. That's basically it. 


day. The captain says, "What 
work?" I said, "I don't know 


This is -- I feel I should be 


the time it 


nded. 


I came to work the next 


the hell are you doing in 


what to do, Captain. 


here." 


Q. How many guys from 204 were lost there? 

A. None. 

Q. None. 

A. One guy, Gary 4, during all this just before 


the first tower went, which was the seco 


get hit -- I didn't even know 


this, but 


he needed thr mor ngines to go into 


nd building to 


the chief said 


the building, 
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so our lieutenant volunteered. I think it was 202, and 
I'm not sure. It could have been 221. 


The lieutenant said to Z, “Listen, go back to 


the rig, get some gloves, because you might be doing a 
lot of nasty stuff. Get a search line and get a couple 
of spare Scotts." 

So Z went back to the rig. He got his stuff 


and went to get a flashlight. He was walking from the 


rig, and he seen he heard the rumble. He seen guys 
running. He looked up, and the building was coming 
down. He was, like, should I dive under the rig or 


should I run with the rest of them? 
He chose to run. That's what saved his life, 


because the rig got destroyed by all the debris and 


stuff, and he got thrown up against the wall, and he 
was hurt pretty -- he hurt his back, but he was a lucky 
man. I mean, we were all lucky, I thought, geez, but 
he was very lucky. 

You know, we thought he was dead. We were in 


that underground garage. We did a head count, and he 


was missing, and everyone said he went back to the rig, 
and we knew that wasn't a good thing. 


Q. Yes. 


A. And when I -- like I said, we got out of that 
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garage finally, the underground parking garage. He was 
sitting in an ambulance all covered in blood in shock, 
like deer in the headlights type of shock, where he 


didn't have a clue where he was. 


That's really it. The way I saw it anyway. 

Q. All right. This is a map of the trade 
center. Put your glasses on. 

A. We were just below Vesey Street, right below 
the atrium. I don't know if the atrium is on this -- 

QO. Like on West Street, on the west side of West 
Street? 

A. Over here. Okay, I was right by the American 


Express building, so I think we were just below Vesey. 


Here is the Winter Garden. Here is where we were, I 


would say right around here somewher 


Q. That's where you were sitting after the 


collapse? When were you there? 


A. No, this was when we were watching the 
buildings burn. This is where the underground garage 
is, somewhere around here. There's the Winter Garden. 


We were right next it to, and when we pulled up off of 


West Street, the chief said, "Listen, stand by the 


underground garages." Somewhere around here. I'm not 


really sure. 
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Q. When Tower 2 was collapsing, the first one 


that went down, you ran down a ramp or something like 


that, and then you came up. The guy opened the door, 
and you came up into the street, you said? 

A. We came up into a courtyard. 

Q. Courtyard, so you were over -- on the west 
side some place? 

A. I would assume so, chief. I'm not -- tell 
you the God's honest truth, I'm not really sure. 

QO. You're not sure. 

A. I'm not really sure. 

Q. All right. When you met that chief, do you 


remember what rank he was? Do you know who he was? 


A. No. 
Q. Anything like that? 
A. No, but I'll say one thing. He saved a lot 


of guys' lives by making us go to that place, because 


if he didn't, we wouldn't be here today. 


QO. Yes, really. 


So you ran in the tunnel when the first 


building came down? 


A. Yes, with the first, this one. 


QO. That's this one, the south building? 


A. Yes. 
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Q. Then eventually you worked your way up. The 


smoke cleared and everything else. 


Then where were you when the second one -- 


what were you doing when the second building came down? 


A. Putting guys in the ambulance. 

Q. Right. 

A. Gary Z and our Lieutenant Healy. 

Q. On West Street? 

A. It was in the courtyard somewhere behind West 


Street. I don't know if it was this side. I tell you 
the truth, Chief, I really don't know. 


QO. Okay. 


A. I've gone back and tried to even piece it 


together and -- 


QO. You're not sure where you were? 

A. I still can't find the exact spot. 

QO. Okay. 

A. I'm going to say just for the heck of it that 


it was probably somewhere around here. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: He's indicating 


north of Vesey Street and west of West Street in 


that square block. 
Q. Do you remember this one coming down and 


where you were when the second building was coming 
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down ? 

A. Yeah. Like I said, we were in that -- we 
were in that lot somewhere. 

Q. A lot? 


A. I would assume maybe somewhere around here, 


but I really don't know, but I remember when we came up 


out of the underground parking garage and we got out, 


it led us right into that courtyard where Gary 2 was, 
and Lieutenant Healy. 


All I remember was looking up, and basically 


about like the same angle about -- the way I pictured 
it, I was almost directly in line with one of the 
corners of the building. I'd say around in that area, 


but I can't tell you for sure. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: He's indicating on 


the map the same location, just west of West 


Street, just north of Vesey Street. 
He had somewhat of a view of Tower 1 coming 


down, the second building, when it came down. 


Q. Anything else? 

A. Not really. I went to the hospital. 

Q. Which hospital did you go to? 

A. I went to -- what is the one on Beth 


Israel on Second Avenue and 17th Street or something. 
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Q. Yes. Do you remember anybody there? 


Can you identify anybody that was there with 


A. Just me, and Eddie Rodriguez. He works in 


204. That was the only two firemen at the time I seen 


them bringing in, because originally they were trying 


to get us to Brooklyn to a hospital, but they couldn't 


get over the bridge, so they took us over there. 


It was probably th asiest one to get to at 


the time, because I have to tell you, traffic was 


insane. Everything was blocked off, and no one was 
going anywhere in a hurry. 

Q. Yes. 

A. That's really it. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: This concludes the 


interview. 

It's now 1525 hours, and I thank the fireman 
for the interview. 

That's the end. I'm going to shut it off 


now. 


